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Letter of Thanks 
 
We would like to thank the Youth Steering Committee and the Advisory Committee for their 
commitment and energy to YC3 over the two years since the ideas conception.  In particular, 
we would like to thank Liza Ireland and Peter Collins, who were the driving force right from 
the beginning and day-to-day, as well as being directors of Changing Climates 
Environmental Society.  We would like to thank Ken Webster, for his continual support and 
ideas throughout YC3’s development.  Thank you to Geoff Green and Lorna Visser for their 
guidance as directors of Changing Climates Environmental Society.  A special thank-you to 
Deb Oakes, for her work with the conference website, and technical support throughout the 
actual conference.  Thank you to the Advisory Committee, including Kathryn Molloy, Alice 
Owen, and Jennifer Hoffman for their direction and help.   
 
Thank you to the YC3 Youth Steering Committee, for their direction and help in 
organization.  Thank you to Laura Tozer and Liza Ireland, for equally coordinating the event, 
to Wendy Tse and Peter Collins, for coordinating transportation along with John Munro and 
Tim Turner, to Hannah Munro and Caitlin Perry for organizing the social events, and to 
Mary Zhang for helping with administration.  Thank you to Dev Aujla and Elissa Smith for 
their advice and involvement in the Action Planning sessions along with Emily Menzies.  
Thank you to Paul Lingle, Diz Glithero, Bill Finley, Patrizia Menton, Ann Dale, and Fred 
Roots for their guidance and support.   
 
We would like to give special thanks to Bell Canada, our Gold Sponsor, and Environment 
Canada One Tonne Challenge for their support at the Silver level.  In addition we’d like to 
recognize all of our other sponsors listed at the back of this report, without which this event 
could not have taken place.  Thank you to Royal Roads University for their support with the 
conference space and facilities.  Thank you also to our partners who gave their support and 
helped make YC3 a reality. 
 
A big thank-you to our speakers, who generously donated so much of their time to come and 
present.  The amazing knowledge, inspiration, and energy you brought to YC3 was hugely 
enriching and motivational.  Thanks to our resource fair participants and volunteers for their 
contributions and help.   
 
Last but not least we would like to thank very much all of the conference chaperones and 
delegates who made the event such a success.  You are what made YC3 a truly inspirational 
and vibrant event, creating a community of positive energy and action. 
 
Everyone’s passion, dedication, and support was truly fantastic, and we thank you all for 
making YC3 a huge success.  We are very honoured you have been a part of it. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Alysia Garmulewicz, Director 
On behalf of Changing Climates Environmental Society 
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Introduction  
 
The Canadian Youth Climate Change Conference was initiated to inspire and engage youth 
to lead the challenge of climate change, and in doing so, create a more sustainable future.  
The idea came about in 2003, in response to the lack of engagement Alysia Garmulewicz felt 
on the part of her peers towards climate change.   
 
Two years later, YC3 became a reality.  It took place July 3rd-6th 2005 at Royal Roads 
University, British Columbia, Canada.  In attendance were 85 youth delegates and over 20 
speakers and mentors, plus resource fair exhibitors.  Youth delegates and speakers came from 
seven Provinces and Territories, namely the Yukon, British Columbia, Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, and Nunavut.  Wales, Scotland, and the United States of 
America were also represented.  Youth delegates ranged in age from 14-23 years of age. 
 
The goal of YC3 was to give youth the skills, support structure, and empowerment to lead the 
challenge of mitigating climate change.  YC3 incorporated an holistic approach, focusing on 
root causes and strategies for concrete steps towards a sustainable society.  Our objectives 
included: 

- Giving youth knowledge of the root causes of climate change, in a holistic view; 
- Challenging youth to rethink how society operates, searching for sustainable 

alternatives; 
- Giving youth a broad support structure and an extensive tool kit to apply to their 

personal and collective action plans; 
- Creating an active network of Canadian youth to support effective youth action after 

the YC3 event. 
YC3 was made up of the following components: 

- Inspirational Keynotes inspired and informed everyone with topics ranging from 
education to politics to science to motivational examples of active youth; 

- Focus Sessions to encourage interactive discussion on a broad range of areas relating 
to climate change.  Areas included education, activism, economics, science, 
technology and design, communications, fundraising, business, health, and social 
justice.   

- Action Planning Sessions that provided support for action projects to be created, and 
an open forum for groups to form and networking to occur between speakers, 
mentors, and delegates. 

- Roundtable Sessions that allowed a two-way exchange of ideas between youth 
delegates and speakers, providing a time for brainstorming and opinion sharing; 

- Resource Fair that showcased organizations, businesses, and individuals that are 
taking action on climate change.  A wide variety of resources were available for 
conference participants, while providing networking opportunities.  

 
The feedback from delegates, speakers, and the organization team has been extremely 
positive.  Almost everyone has expressed that YC3 was inspiring, very informative, and gave 
them motivation and confidence to take action on climate change.  YC3 received extensive 
media coverage across Canada.  YC3 was profiled across Canada with CBC Radio, and on 
Global TV.  Various articles and local media also covered the event in Victoria, and other 
communities across Canada. 
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Organization Structure  
 
Changing Climates Environmental Society is a registered non-profit society in British 
Columbia, Canada.  The original goal of the society was to organize YC3 for July 2005.  The 
society has a Board of Directors, a Youth Steering Committee, and an Advisory Committee. 

Changing Climates Environmental Society will continue to 
exist after YC3, and is continuing to work on a number of 
initiatives that were a direct outcome of the conference. 
 
The Board of Directors was made up of 5 members, both 
youth and adults.  These members held the ultimate decision-
making authority, although decisions were informed by the 
Youth Steering Committee and the Advisory Committee.  

The Youth Steering Committee was formed of 9 youth from across Canada, with an interest 
and a passion for climate change and youth action.  The Advisory Committee was formed 
from adults with a variety of backgrounds and expertise, that helped to inform, and give 
advice regarding the organization and direction of YC3.   
 
Fundraising and Sponsorship 
 
The following is a list of all sponsors and financial supporters, and the recognition categories 
for their contributions. 
 
Gold  
Bell Canada 
 
Silver  
One-Tonne Challenge, Environment Canada 
 
Bronze  
BC Hydro Power Smart 
Mountain Equipment Co-op Environment Fund 
 
Partner 
Vancity 
Fraser Basin Council 
David Suzuki Foundation 
TD Bank Financial Group 
Green Street 
Royal Canadian Geographic Society 
 
Supporter 
Royal Roads University 
Green Extreme - Buff Headwear 
Earth Rangers 
Nature Trust of British Columbia 
Canadian North Airlines 
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Patron 
En Masse Media 
Shift Natural Fashion 
Harbour Air Seaplanes 
Sea to Sky Outdoor School 
Chiaroscuro Photographic Gallery 
 
Communications 
 
Communications for YC3 included a variety of different activities and components, 
including: 

- Communications plan 
- News releases  
- Development of YC3 logo 
- Production of YC3 brochure, poster, program, and final report 
- Delegate, chaperone, speaker, and organization team package 
- T-shirts for delegates, chaperones, and organization team 
- Development, and ongoing additions to website 
- Email notices circulated to Universities, high schools, youth organizations, and 

listserves across Canada 
- Communication primarily by email to delegates and chaperones 
- Internal email newsletters to the Youth Steering Committee and Advisory Committee 
- Planning and production of all signage  

The Communications plan was primarily carried out by the Youth Steering Committee, and 
assisted by the Advisory Committee, Board Members, and associated partner organizations. 
 
In order to be consistent with the message of YC3, care was taken to make sure 
communication was as green and ethical as possible.  All printing was done on recycled 
paper, and our posters and banner was printed on 100% post consumer paper with vegetable 
based eco-friendly inks.  Our website www.yc3.net attracted worldwide attention with people 
from 15 countries around the world voicing their interest. 
 
The conference received extensive media coverage in 
Canada from CBC Radio, Global TV, Not for Profit 
Radio, and a few local print publications.  YC3 was also 
mentioned in Canadian Geographic Magazine, CBC 
Television, Verve Girl Magazine, and other local 
newspapers and publications. 
 
 
Conference Participation 
 
Delegates registered through the conference website.  Youth 
between the ages of 15-20 were eligible to register, although we 
accepted exceptions based upon their interest and circumstance.  
All together, there were 71 youth delegates, plus nine Youth 
Steering Committee members.  In addition there were 8 
chaperones, and 24 speakers, plus numerous resource people.  All 
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together, conference participants represented 7 provinces and territories across Canada, 
namely British Columbia, Nunavut, Ontario, Quebec, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, and the 
Yukon.  In addition, the United States, Scotland, and Wales were represented.    English, 
French, and Inuktituk languages were spoken, and the participants from Iqaluit, Nunavut, 
performed traditional throat singing, adding to the display of cultural diversity. 
 
Changing Climates Environmental Society sponsored a total of 18 students.  The City of 
Vancouver sponsored 6 delegates, Earth Rangers sponsored two delegates, and Canadian 
North Airlines donated two flights for delegates from Nunavut.   
 
 
Venue 
 
The conference took place at Royal Roads University near Victoria, BC.  Facilities included 
accommodation, along with all meals and snacks for all participants.  The Conference Center 
and grounds of the University were well suited to the Conference, and we were able to work 
with the University to attend to all the needs of the conference participants. 
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Program 
 
The conference program was designed with the goal to give YC3 delegates the skills, 
motivation, and support to challenge climate change.  Climate change was presented within a 
holistic framework, with many diverse sectors of society being related to climate change.  
YC3 also sought to engage the conference participants in a variety of learning and 
presentation styles, allowing for a diversity of format and setting.  Social events also gave 
time for a change of pace and outdoor fun. The table below provides an overview of the 
workshops and events that took place: 
  �
July 3rd 2005 - Day 1 
Keynote speaker:  Guy Dauncey, (author of “Stormy Weather:  101 Solutions to Global 
Climate Change”), an introduction to climate change! 
Plenary session:  Ken Webster, Liza Ireland, (Intro: “From issues to ideas,” re-thinking 
society, and education for sustainability) 
Focus Session 1 - Offered Sessions: 

a. Liza Ireland, Ken Webster, and Diz Glithero (Education for Sustainability) 
b. Warren Bell, International Institute for Sustainable Development (Economics of 

Climate Change, and International Solutions) 
c. Severn Cullis-Suzuki (Media, Communication and Climate Change Campaigns) 
d. Julie Johnston and Peter Carter (Social Justice, Health and Climate Change) 
e. Morag Carter, Climate Change Program Director, David Suzuki Foundation (Climate 

change, Politics and Communication) 
Plenary Session:  - Severn Cullis-Suzuki, youth action 
Focus Session 2 - Offered Sessions: 

a. Will Clift and Sara Weiss, Rocky Mountain Institute (Biomimicry and Natural 
Capitalism in depth) 

b. Alice Owen, (Business, Sustainability and Climate change) 
c. Severn Cullis-Suzuki (Media, Communication and Climate Change Campaigns) 
d. Liza Ireland, Ken Webster, and Diz Glithero (Education for Sustainability) 
e. Donna Morton (Economics and Climate Change: Building a 21st Century Economy) 

Resource Fair  
Action Planning session 1:   

- Kathryn Molloy, introduction to fundraising 
- Exploration of current initiatives, time for people to talk about ideas 

 
July 4th 2005 - Day 2 
Keynote speaker:  The Honourable David Anderson, former Minister of the Environment 
Plenary Session:  Henry Hengeveld, Emeritus, Senior science advisor for climate change to 
Environment Canada (intro to the science of climate change) 
Focus Session 3 - Offered Sessions: 

a. Henry Hengeveld (Science of climate change) 
b. Warren Bell (Economics of Climate Change, and International solutions) 
c. Will Clift and Sara Weiss, Rocky Mountain Institute (Biomimicry and Natural 

Capitalism) 
d. Elizabeth May, Executive Director of the Sierra Club of Canada, (Effective 

campaigning and Activism) 
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Plenary Session:  Elizabeth May, Executive Director of the Sierra Club of Canada, (CoP 11:  
Youth involvement) 
Roundtable 1 – Suggested discussion topic:  How we move to a solar-hydrogen economy 
Offered roundtables: 

a. Ken Webster, Henry Hengeveld, Elizabeth May, Julie Johnston 
b. Will Clift, Geoff Green, Kathryn Molloy 
c. Guy Dauncey, Sara Weiss, Donna Morton, Tim Lesiuk  
d. Morag Carter, Fred Roots, Ann Dale, Liza Ireland 
e. Warren Bell, Diz Glithero, Miali-Elise Coley, Peter Carter 

Fun afternoon! - Offered activities: 
- Eco-Rowing on the Royal Roads Lagoon 
- Scavenger Hunt on the Royal Roads’ grounds 
- Field trip to the climate change exhibit in the Royal BC Museum in Victoria 

 
July 5th 2005 – Day 3 
Keynote speaker:  Miali-Elise Coley, Chair of the Inuit Circumpolar Youth Conference:  
Impact of climate change in the Arctic, and climate change as a human rights issue. 
Plenary Session:  Geoff Green, Director of Students on Ice, inspiring examples of our awe-
inspiring world, a look at the poles – fostering further commitment to action 
Focus Session 4 - Offered Sessions: 

a. Elizabeth May, Executive Director of the Sierra Club of Canada, (Effective 
campaigning and activism) 

b. Henry Hengeveld, Emeritus, Senior Science advisor on climate change to 
Environment Canada (Science and climate change) 

c. Donna Morton, Integral Economics (Economics and Climate Change: Building a 21st 
Century economy) 

d. Julie Johnston and Peter Carter (social justice, health and climate change) 
Roundtable 2 - Suggested topic:  Social Justice and global implications of climate change 
solutions and strategies.  Offered Roundtables: 

a. Ken Webster, Henry Hengeveld, Diz Glithero 
b. Geoff Green, Ann Dale 
c. Julie Johnston, Donna Morton, Fred Roots 
d. Morag Carter, Simon Jackson, Tim Lesiuk 
e. Liza Ireland, Peter Carter, Miali-Elise Coley 

Plenary Session: Bell Canada presenting on the role of business and climate change 
Resource Fair 
Action Planning Session 2:  Time to work with mentors on ideas or plans, or attend a 
workshop on getting started.  
Dance  
 
July 6th 2004 – Day 4 
Keynote speaker:  Simon Jackson, Spirit Bear Youth Coalition – Youth Action 
Action Planning Session 3:  Time to work with mentors on ideas or plans, or attend a 
workshop on getting started.  
Youth Action plan presentations, YC3 reflection and feedback activities. 
Keynote Presentation:  The Honourable Stephane Dion, Federal Minister of the Environment 
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Greening and Carbon Neutrality  
 
Changing Climates Environmental Society made every 
effort to ensure that YC3 was as environmentally sound 
as possible.  Our carbon emissions generated were 
offset through BC Hydro’s Power Smart program.  All 
conference material was printed on recycled paper, and 
our banner and posters were printed on 100% post 
consumer paper, with environmentally friendly 
vegetable based inks.  The majority of our communication for advertising and 
correspondence was by email, thereby reducing our impact on the environment. 
 
Continuing Action - Delegate initiatives 
 
YC3 sparked many initiatives from conference delegates.  The following are some examples:   
 
“I am re-educating myself, on issues of social, political and economical importance to the 
developed and developing world, both from a variety of media.  I am getting more involved 
politically in my own community by meeting my MP, and attending press conferences” – 
Mary Zhang 
 
“YC3 has motivated me to take action in my everyday life and otherwise.  I have had two 
articles on climate change published in my local paper.” – Sandra McCubbin 
 
“As a result of YC3, I have also become more politically active and I plan on taking more 
climate change action within my municipality.” – Anelyse Weiler  
 
“I found a topic that I am really interested in during the conference, and that is 
Biomimicry…I am so interested in it that I am considering going into that field.” – Kesh 
Smith 
 
“YC3 has motivated me to truly take on this idea …Eonfire is a civic organization that 
advances the field of social entrepreneurship across Canadian Universities. We are putting 
the business plan together, and it should be ready in Fall 2005. We plan to advance it and 
make it as big as Engineers without borders Canada and Net Impact.” – Kevin Bao 
 
“YC3 has motivated me to stop talking about things and start acting on them.  I am currently 
writing a “curriculum” for some presentations I would like to make at the local elementary 
schools, and been writing to government.” – Paul Stephan 
 
“I’ve decided I don’t want a car.  I would like to look into making all or most of my plane 
flights carbon neutral.  I want to assist in education about Climate Change whenever 
possible.  I plan to get involved in as many Climate Change projects as I can and I may study 
some aspects of it in university.” – Marella Falat 
 
“Currently I am organizing a sponsored bike across Canada for May, June and early July 
2006.  Along the way we will also be hoping to educate the public, through publicity on the 
effects our society is having on climate change.” – Kelly Pickford 
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“I'm starting out making changes in my life, and then in my families' life. Changing light 
bulbs, generating wind power.” – Rebecca Cameron 
 
In addition, youth delegates have been involved in creating a climate change “Zine” for 
youth, and helping to save the Alaskan National Wildlife Refuge through the organization 
Beyond Horizons.  Many delegates are planning to attend the upcoming 11th Conference of 
the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (CoP 11), in Montreal this November/December. 
 
Continuing Action – Changing Climates Environmental Society 
 
Changing Climates Environmental Society plans to build on the ideas, momentum, and 
initiatives started at YC3, and support them in the following ways: 

- Maintain and further an active network of youth who are interested in climate change 
through our website www.yc3.net.  Action projects will be listed, current climate 
change news will be posted, selected youth will be profiled, and career opportunities 
working towards sustainability will be highlighted; 

- Help to coordinate the youth component of CoP 11 (11th Conference of the Parties to 
the Kyoto Protocol), this November/December, and highlight the developments and 
action that comes out of the event; 

- Create mentorship opportunities for YC3 delegates and other interested youth, to link 
current leaders in the field of sustainability with youth who are developing careers or 
projects around climate change and sustainability;   

- Facilitate discussion groups and meetings through our website chat room and forum, 
to collaborate and generate new ideas, and support each other’s actions. 

 
YC3 Organization Team 
 
YC3 Youth Steering Committee   

 Hannah Munro (social events coordinator) 
  Wendy Tse (Transport manager) 
  Laura Tozer (Program, resource fair, and co-coordinator) 
  Caitlin Perry (Social events coordinator)  
  Mary Zhang (Administration manager) 
  Sonya Bell (Speaker, media, and resource fair coordinator) 
  Dev Aujla (Action planning sessions, general input) 
  Elissa Smith (Action planning sessions, general input) 
  Alysia Garmulewicz (Director) 
 

 YC3 Advisory Committee 
  Liza Ireland 
  Peter Collins 
  Ken Webster 
  Geoff Green 
  Alice Owen 
  Kathryn Molloy 
  Jennifer Hoffman 
  Morag Carter 
  Lorna Visser 
  Deb Oakes, website and tech  
  coordination 

 
YC3 Partners 
David Suzuki Foundation 
Sierra Youth Coalition 
Youth Environmental Network 
Students on Ice 

Pembina Institute 
Dream Now 
BC Climate Exchange 
Canadian Institute for Climate Studies 
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YC3 Youth Delegate Impressions 
 
“It was one of the most eye-opening and wonderful experiences of my life.” – Sandra 

McCubbin 
 
“Climate change is a fundamental 
issue… climate change is not another 
environmental problem, but a problem 
that relates to everyone.” – Mary 
Zhang 
 
“I was very inspired…it was amazing to listen to so many 
distinguished speakers” – Tania Cheng 
 

“I especially appreciated the variety of fields that the speakers represented (e.g. economics, 
politics, engineering, education, etc.), as opposed to simply a science/activism approach.” – 
Anelyse Weiler 
 
“Sustainable education has been keeping me motivated so far in reading more of worldly 
issues, and getting interested in politics and economics.  We need to change the system.” – 
Mary Zhang   
 
“What I picked up a lot…was that even one person can make an impact.  I learned so much 

and could not wait to tell someone else what I'd learned” – 
Kesh Smith 
 
“I had never really before thought of consumerism as such an 
issue, and I never realized what an impact the school system 
has on it.” – Paul Stephan   
 
 

“YC3 was/is THE highlight of my life so far” – Daniel Amaya 
 
“I was beyond inspired.  I learnt many new things, most importantly that hope is real, and we 
can make a difference, and being positive works!” – Marella Falat 
 
“I realized the “power of youth,” we can use our age to our advantage, not as a handicap.  It 

changes my life!” – Paul Stephan  
 
 
“Getting to hear the different views on climate change was really 
fascinating and an important part of balancing the opinions.” – Heather 
and Fiona Munro     
 
“After YC3 I felt very invigorated, knowing that so many people out 
there shared the same goals and visions…and I really wanted to go 
home and do something.” – Catherine Lee 
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“This conference has renewed my optimism for creating positive change for the world.  I’ve 
heard students over the past few days say that this is the best thing that has ever happened to 
them.” – Allison Freeman 
 
“This Conference changed my life.  From the moment I got here I started learning and the 
people I met were so inspirational and amazing.” – Jenn Kowalchuk 

 
“I have a clear picture of what I have to do, in this day and age, to 
change/save the world.” – Amanda Proznik,  
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